
 

 

 

 

President’s Corner                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Greetings: 
  

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Holiday 
Season. 
  

First of all I want to take this opportunity to thank Lyle 
Warner for his leadership for the past three years.  He 
has led our organization into many successful 
programs and activities that will have a positive effect 
on the sheep industry for many years to come.  As your 
president, and with your help, I will do my best to 
continue the progress we have made in the past.   
Thanks Lyle. 
  

Thanks to all who attended the annual convention and 
meeting in Bismarck.  It was one of the most 
educational and entertaining conventions that we have 
had in many years.  Thanks to Ann Osborne and Todd 
Sears for their efforts in the lamb cookoff, which was 
the highlite of Friday evening events. 
  

One of the most promising parts of the convention was 
the presentations made by last years starter flock 
recipient and the ten recipients for 2010.  A list of 
the stater flock winners  may be found in this 
newletter.  If you as a producer, know or have a 
chance to meet these young producers, please invite 
them to contact you if they have any questions or 
concerns. 
  

Hope your lambing season goes well for you this 
year and your feed stocks are plentiful. 
  

 
Wyman Scheetz 
NDLWPA 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scheetz Elected President 

 

Wyman Scheetz, Hensler, ND was elected president of 
the the NDLWPA at the 2009 annual convention. 
Wyman is a long time sheep producer and member of 
the NDLWPA. Nathan Robbins was elected VP, Brent 
Kuss was elected Sec. and Mark Sheppard was 
elected treasurer.  Dean Swenson was elected to 
represent the association as the ASI director.  
 
 

Starter Flock Recipients 

 

Ten young sheep enthusiasts were recognized at the 
2009 convention for receiving starter flocks from the 
NDLWPA. The recipients are listed below. The 
recipients received ten ewes from the association and 
were assigned a mentor. They will be required to repay 
60% of the initial ewe cost within five years. Please 
keep your eyes and ears open for candidates for the 
2010 starter flocks. 
 
  Camden Hoffman, Medina 

Bill Klose, Hoople 
David Stroh, Tappen; 

  Stetson Ellingson, St. Anthony 
Clay Hatlewick, Jamestown; 

  Mikenzie Elliot, Clifford 
Davin Dockter, Medina 
Becky Klose, Hoople; 

  Megan Ruch, Cogswell 
Kaylie Ketterling, Wishek 
 
 

 

Galbreath Honored at Convention 

 

Dr. Craig Galbreath of Oakes was honored by the  
NDLWPA at the 2009 convention. In addition to being a 
sheep producer, he has served the sheep industry 
many years as one of the few veterinarians in ND with 
a true interest in sheep.  
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Minutes of the 2009 Annual Meeting 
 

Pres. Lyle Warner called the 2009 Annual meeting of 
the NDLWPA to order. Lyle Warner read the minutes 
from the 2008 annual meeting in Brent Kuss’s 
absence. It was moved by Brent Stroh and seconded 
by Don Osborne to approve the minutes as read. 
Motion carried. 
Mark Sheppard gave the treasurer report. Burton 
Pfliger moved to accept.  Seconded by Dean Swenson.  
Motion carried. 
 Nathan Robbins gave the auditing committee report 
with no deficiencies noted. It was moved and seconded 
to accept the committee report. Motion carried. Note: 
Mark Sheppard is going to hire a tax professional to 
look at the records and file our tax return. 
Resolutions Committee: 
RANGELANDS RESEARCH-WHEREAS, North 
Dakota's private and public rangelands have been a 
very much overlooked and understudied resource and 
their economic importance little noted; and WHEREAS, 
much potential exists for more efficient and 
ecologically-sound use of these rangelands on a 
sustained basis, not only for livestock production, but 
for their great value to wildlife, water conservation, 
responsible recreation and other compatible uses; and 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the NDLWPA 
supports continuing rangeland research which seeks to 
catalog existing research data and to initiate new 
studies where needed using the best scientific 
techniques combined with complete objectivity and 
integrity.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the NDLWPA 
supports North Dakota State University efforts to 
secure state funding for the establishment of new 
programs addressing rangeland, livestock, and wildlife 
interactions.  Jim Marshall moved to accept. Nathan 
Robins seconded. Motion passed. 
By Laws changes: 
 Section 3 A:  ANNUAL MEETING 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE shall consist of three 
members elected at the last prior Annual Meeting and 
two members who are appointed by the President.  
The President shall designate the chairman and make 
his appointments at least 180 days in advance of the 
convening of each Annual Meeting.  Mark Sheppard 
moved to accept.  Dean Swenson seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 Section 3 C. 6: The ASI State director shall be 
elected at large annually by the members of the 
Association. Mark Sheppard moved to accept Wyman 
Scheetz seconded motion carried. 
 Section 4: The Board of Directors shall consist 
of the four elected officers, the eight elected directors, 
and the immediate past president. The ASI Director, 
the presidents of all auxiliary organizations, and the 
various state breed associations recognized by the 
Board of Directors shall be ex-officio members of the 

Board of Directors. These ex-officio members shall 
have the right to speak at meetings but not to vote. 
Mark Sheppard moved to accept and Wyman Scheetz 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 Section 6 B.  ELIGIBILITY – The management 
of any sale sponsored by the Association shall 
determine who is eligible to participate in the sale.  
Consignors shall be encouraged to maintain 
membership in the Association, but the right to sell at 
any Association sponsored sale will not be guaranteed 
nor denied because of the consignor’s membership or 
non- membership in the Association.  Dean Swenson 
moved to accept Misty Steeke seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
 Section 6 C. SALE EXPENSE – The consignors 
to various sales sponsored by the Association shall be 
responsible to see that the sale is at least a break-even 
sale.  No funds collected by the Treasurer, as 
membership fees, shall be used to pay the expenses of 
any sale.  Mark Sheppard moved to accept.  Paula 
Swenson seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Paula Swenson moved that “The Board of Directors 
draft a letter to Dr. Goetz stating that the new NDSU 
president needs to have an appreciation of agriculture 
and has a clear understanding of the mission of a land 
grant university.” Seconded by Misty Steeke. Motion 
carried. 
Mark Sheppard reported on the Fargo, Hettinger and 
Bowman sales.  
Chris Schauer reported on the shearing school with 20 
students and the wool school with 7 students. 
 OLD Business – New member recruitment was 
discussed with the possibility of awards for the best 
recruiter. The matter was referred to a committee for 
recommendations to the Board of Directors. Members 
are Misty Steeke, Curt Stanely, Skip Anderson and 
Burton Pfliger. 
 Valley Wool Growers requested support for 
providing lamb to Consumer Science classes again. 
Todd Sears moved to provide $500.  Misty Steeke 
seconded the motion. Burton Pfliger moved an 
amendment the motion by adding “that the NDLWPA 
receive a report back on lamb used and that some 
lamb promotion be included”. Amendment seconded 
and carried. Motion as amended carried. This led to a 
discussion about the lamb in the classroom grants that 
provide a 7-10 lb leg of lamb that is shipped directly to 
the school. 
 NEW Business – The spring ram test and Ram 
Test Sale was discussed with a number of ideas 
proposed. Misty Steeke moved and it was seconded to 
refer the item to the ram test committee. Motion 
passed.  Test committee members are Don Osborne, 
Todd Sears, Brent Stroh, Chris Schauer and Dave 
Pearson. 



 

Burton Pfliger moved that NDLWPA join ASI and 
contribute $250 to the Guard Dog Fund. Misty Steeke 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Brent Stroh moved to donate $250 to the Guard Dog 
Fund in recognition of Burdell and Theo Johnson’s 
contributions to the NDLWPA. Seconded by Jim 
Marshal motion carried (ONLY IF OK WITH BURDELL) 
The nominating committee consisting of Todd Sears, 
Misty Steeke and Matt Benz presented the 
membership with the following nominations for the 
2010 positions: 
Election of officers for the upcoming year resulted in 
the following unanimous ballots being cast 
  
The nomination committee nominated Wyman Scheetz 
for president.  Brent Stroh seconded the nomination. 
The nomination committee nominated Nathan Robins 
for Vice President.  Wyman Scheetz seconded the 
nomination.  
The nomination committee nominated Brent Kuss for 
Secretary.  Lyle Warner seconded the nomination. 
The nomination committee nominated Mark Sheppard 
for Treasurer.  Brent Stroh seconded the nomination. 
The nomination committee nominated Dean Swenson 
for ASI Director.  Wyman Scheetz seconded the 
nomination. 
 

Nominating Committee for the 2010 convention is 
Brent Stroh, Todd Sears and Jim Marshall. 
District Caucus was then held with new directors being 
Matt Benz-NW, Bob Hewson-SW, Luke Lillehaugen-NE 
and Julie Mangnall-SE. 
Meeting Adjourned. 
Curt Stanley 
 

BABY LAMB CARE PROTOCOL 
Jeff Held, SDSU Extension Sheep Specialist 

Over 80 percent of lamb death loss occur in the 
first 2-3 days of age.  Generally starvation, 
hypothermia (lowered body core temperature) and 
scours account for these baby lamb losses.  It’s 
essential for a newborn to consume adequate 
colostrum in its first hours of life, ewe colostrum is 
preferred yet cow and goat colostrum can used as a 
substitute. A lamb has capacity to consume 2-3 ounces 
of colostrum per pound of body weight in the first 24 
hours of life. Colostrum provides energy, protein, 
minerals, vitamins, water and important antibody 
properties.  The anitbodies are absorbed in the animal 
most effectively in the first hours of life, by 8 hours the 
uptake of these important properties is sharply 
lowered. The antibodies establish defense against 
diseases the lamb could face early in life. 

 At birth, lamb body fat reserves provide a 
limited source of fuel to maintain body temperature. A 
healthy newborn can survive for many hours on body 
reserves. The rate at which the body reserves are used 

is dependent on the environmental temperatures.  In 
cold temperatures the reserves are burned at a high 
rate, thus lamb suckling or intervention with a stomach 
tube must occur sooner. If colostrum intake does not 
occur eventually the body reserves are depleted 
leading to hypothermia induced by starvation. Newborn 
lamb death loss caused by the starvation-hypothermia 
complex is usually avoidable with adequate colostrum 
intake. 

Unthrifty (weak) lambs at birth need more intense 
care to avoid hypothermia.  The classification of 
unthrifty lambs includes those lacking the vigor to stand 
or attempt to suckle in the first hours of life. The lack of 
vigor may indicate they have lower body energy 
reserves, therefore it’s more critical that intervention 
arrives promptly.  These lambs often lack the desire to 
suckle therefore stomach tubing is the only option to 
deliver colostrum into the animal. Even with adequate 
colostrum intake they may require a heat source to 
maintain body temperature.  

A cold mouth is a sure sign that a lamb is 
experiencing hypothermia.  The body temperature 
must be returned to normal (102.5 F), as evidenced 
by a warm mouth, before using a stomach tube to 
deliver colostrum. With out the warming step the 
procedure will lead to certain death due to shock. 

Lambs receiving inadequate colostrum are at risk to 
experience E.Coli scours beginning 12-24 h after birth. 
First signs of the disease often appear approximately 
12 hours after delivery and may include listlessness 
with no desire to suckle, followed by characteristic 
symptoms including wet tail and rear flank area. The 
fluid loss leads to severe dehydration. Electrolyte 
administration is necessary to treat dehydration. 
Products formulated specifically for lambs should be 
considered. Mortality is extremely high in lambs left 
untreated for dehydration since hypothermia will likely 
follow dehydration. Veterinarian advice should be 
consulted to establish a treatment and prevention 
protocol including antibiotic use. Offering ewe 
colostrum or milk replacer to a lamb showing 
symptoms of this disease will prove unsuccessful since 
the E. Coli bugs thrive on milk based products. Field 
observations indicate that unthrifty lambs (weak) seem 
to be at risk for scours even when large quantities of 
colostrum have been administered in the first hours of 
life. The sheep industry is currently lacking a 
commercial ovine vaccine to prevent the onset of this 
disease. 
 The following recommendations give a 
structured guide to improve baby lamb survival by 
reducing starvation, hypothermia and perhaps reduce 
the incidence or severity of E.Coli type scours. This 
protocol is especially useful for flocks with a history of 
E. Coli outbreaks and caring for unthrifty lambs. 
  



 

Lamb Care – Birth to 24 Hours 
Time 0-Delivery 
¶ Administer colostrum with stomach tube 6 oz. - 

> 8 lb. lamb 

¶ 4 oz.    < 8lb. lamb 

¶ Determine lamb vigor – indicators: 

¶ lamb suckling interest   

¶ ability to get up 

¶ if inadequate colostrum, or off-color obtain other 
sources 

 Time 2-4 Hours   

¶ check mouth, if cold it’s hypothermic, must 
warm up 

¶ monitor lamb vigor 

¶ if hasn’t suckled try to manually assist suckling 

¶ administer 6 oz. or appropriate quantity of 
colostrum if suckling has not occurred 
successfully 

 Time 6-8 Hours   

¶ check gut fill, suckle lamb(s) 

¶ important period, give additional colostrum as warranted 

by gut fill and vigorTime >8 Hours  

¶ Monitor lamb vigor, hypothermia  

¶ Assume adequate colostrum if >1oz. 
colostrum/lb. of lamb body weight 

¶ Use up to 6 oz. of Blue Ribbon electrolyte 
product at 4-6 hrs. intervals until lamb gains 
suckling interest 

¶ Check for wet tails after 12 hrs. 
 Rule of thumb:  If lamb lacks interest to suckle, yet 
appears to require gut fill use electrolyte  product after 
8 hours of life. The baby lamb procotol reduces the 
milk products for the E. Coli bugs. An E.Coli outbreak 
typically occurs between 12-24 hours. 
  

 For those with an E.Coli scour outbreak – 
Lambs with wet tail, legs and britch area. 

Follow directions given for electrolyte usage. “Blue 
Ribbon-Lamb and Kid Electrolytes” 

1. Administer appropriate electrolyte quantity, no 
milk products.  Expect 4 times a day product 
delivery. 

2. Monitor hypothermia and dehydration.  Warm 
when necessary. 

3. Suggest to leave lamb(s) with ewe during the 
outbreak so long as hypothermia is avoided.  
Lamb will demonstrate interest in suckling 
during recovery, not before. 

4. From time of outbreak expect approximately 30 
hours for lamb to gain interest in nursing. 

5. Don’t expect to win them all! 
 
Other helpful hints for flocks with a history for E. Coli 

outbreaks: 

1. Record time of birth, use chalkboard or “white 
board”. 

2. Push temperature to 35-40º F in lambing barn. 
3. Maintain sanitary conditions to reduce cross 

contamination: clean stomach tubes with hot 
water and soap, humans wash hands with hot 
water and soap between pens, checking lamb 
temperature without a thermometer across 
pens offers risk.  Nolvasen, or other similar 
disinfectant should be used for hands if water 
and soap is unavailable 

5. NO milk products via stomach tube after 8 hrs. 
of life! 

 
 

2009 NDLWPA Lamb Cookoff Results 

The North Dakota Lamb and Wool Producers 
Association (NDLWPA)  held their 2nd Annual Lamb 
Cookoff  in conjunction with their annual convention 
November 20th at the Doublewood Inn in Bismarck, ND.  
Contestants competed for prizes in three categories 
(Easy and Economical, Fancy and Fabulous or Youth) 
as well as the highly coveted People Choice Award.  
Sixteen contestants placed their entries in front of a 
panel of three judges for the competition.  The Peoples 
Choice Award was decided by convention goers who 
sampled the various dishes and voted their favorite.   

Easy and Economical was won by Dorothy Duhr, of 
Bismarck.  Her entry was Lamb Meatballs with Yogurt 
Dip.  Dorothy was the first place winner of the Fancy 
and Fabulous category last year.   Placing second was 
Kari Fried of Mandan with her entry of Berry Weiss 
Chili. 

Fancy and Fabulous was won by Alana Sears of 
Wheatland, ND.  Her entry was Stuffed Leg of Lamb.  
Second place was won by the father/daughter team of 
Brian and Madeline Easton of Bismarck who prepared 
Herb Crusted Rack of Lamb. 

Youth division was won by Sean Pfennig of Driscoll.  
His entry was Irish Stew.  Placing second was Jacob 
Pfennig of Driscoll with his entry of Pot Roast Lamb 
Dinner.  

Peoples Choice Award votes were cast for the 
father/daughter duo of Brian and Madeline Easton from 
Bismarck.  Their entry of Herb Crusted Rack of Lamb 
was the favorite of the convention crowd.   They 
became new fans of lamb as they first tried lamb when 
they decided to enter the competition.  A large 
contingent of family, friends and new lamb fans was 
out in support of this team. 

Prizes awarded were portable grills for 1st place 
entries, carving knives and platters for 2nd place.  The 



 

host hotel for the event, the Doublewood Inn donated a 
free room for the Peoples Choice Award.  All the 
contestants also received aprons or lamb shopping 
bags as well as spices for their efforts. 

The NDLWPA plans to continue the Lamb Cookoff as 
part of its annual conventions and encourages 
everyone to enter this fun event.  This years event 
sponsors include: NDLWPA, NDSU Extension Service, 
Cass County Electric, Lifestyle Appliance of 
Jamestown, Capital City Restaurant Supply of 
Bismarck and the Doublewood Inn of Bismarck.  

 
 

Dorothy Duhr, Bismarck, Winner Easy and 
Economical with Lamb Meatballs with Yogurt Dip 

 

Alana Sears, Wheatland, Winner Fancy and 
Fabulous Stuffed Leg of Lamb 

 

 

Sheep Extension Position Update 
 

According to Dr. Greg Lardy, Animal Science 
department chair at NDSU, there are six candidates for 
the position of Sheep Extension Specialist. Funding for 
this position was frozen in December due to budget 
shortfalls at NDSU, this caused a temporary delay in 
filling the position.  Funding was expected to freed up 
Feb. 4th at witch time the hiring process will continue. 
Dean Swenson is representing the sheep industry on 
the search committee. 
 

 

New Test May Help Address Costly 
Parasite in Sheep Industry  

 

Researchers at Oregon State University (OSU) have 
developed an improved, more efficient method to test 
for the most serious of the parasitic worms in sheep, a 
problem that causes hundreds of millions of dollars in 
losses every year tothe global sheep and wool 
industry. This technology is now available and will 
allow a faster, easier and less expensive way to test for 



 

the presence and a species that is very pathogenic to 
sheep, goats and lamas.This will help sheep ranchers 
deal with this problem more quickly and effectively, 
optimize their management practices and 
sometimes avoid costly therapies.  
 
"This particular parasite is much more pathogenic in 
sheep than other worms, and previous methods to 
detect it were very labor-intensive and often not 
commercially practical," said Michael Kent, an OSU 
professor of microbiology. "Now, ranchers and 
veterinarians can test for this problem and target their 
management or treatment strategies much more 
effectively." 
 
 

Techniques for Developing a Fall 
Lambing Flock 
Justin Luther, Ph.D. 
Extension Sheep Specialist 
Department of Animal and Range Sciences 
North Dakota State University 
 

Overcoming reproductive seasonality in the ewe can 
offer some very appealing benefits to the sheep 
producer. For example, lambing in the fall (September 
to November) 
allows the producer to: 1) make better use of fall 
forages during late gestation and early lactation; 2) 
better utilize limited space in lambing facilities; 3) lamb 
ewes when weather conditions are more ideal; 4) 
reduce animal losses due to coyote predation; 
5)market heavier lambs in the spring when prices are 
generally higher. Fall lambing relies 
on both natural and hormonal treatment techniques. 
This article will describe some of these techniques, 
allowing the sheep producer to develop a fall lambing 
flock. 
 
Natural Techniques 
 
1) Ram Effect. When ewes are spontaneously 
introduced to a ram outside the normal breeding 
season an immediate hormonal response will occur. 
Within 50 hours this will 
result in ovulation or the release of an egg into the 
reproductive tract. Since this will be the first ovulation 
outside the normal breeding season it will not be  
accompanied by estrus or heat. After the egg is 
ovulated, a 
structure called the corpus luteum will develop on the 
ewe’s ovary. This structureproduces progesterone, 
which is the primaryhormone supporting gestation in 
the ewe.In half of the ewes the corpus luteum will 
regressprematurely within six days of ram introduction. 
In the remaining half of the 

ewes the corpus luteum will regress as normal at 
approximately 15 days after ram introduction. Following 
corpus luteum regression the ewe will display estrus 
and ovulate once again, allowing the ewe to be bred 
and 
conceive outside the normal breeding season. When 
using this technique it is important to: a) use rams that 
exhibit fertility outside the normal breeding season; b) 
completely 
separate rams from the ewes for at least one month 
prior to introduction. The ram effect is also more 
successful when using certain breeds of sheep. For 
example, pregnancy 
rates will generally be greater if the producer is using 
Dorset and Rambouillet versus Suffolk, Hampshire and 
Columbia ewes. All of these factors will contribute to a 
range in 
pregnancy rate of 25 to 75% when using the ram effect 
alone. 
 
2) Selection. Fertility in ewes outside the normal 
breeding season is partially genetic. Therefore, 
replacement ewes selected from the fall lambing flock 
should exhibit greater 
fertility outside the normal breeding season. This will 
allow the sheep producer to gradually 
build-up numbers for a fall lambing 
flock. 
 
Hormonal Treatment Techniques 
 
1) Progestins. Treatment with commercially available 
progestins will mimic actions of the naturally produced 
hormone progesterone. Therefore ewes will exhibit 
estrus 
and ovulate following treatment. In the U.S., sheep 
producers have access to melengestrol acetate (MGA). 
Ewes are fed 0.15 mg of MGA twice per day (morning 
and evening) for a period of 10 to 14 days. At least 10 
inches 
of trough space should be provided for each ewe to 
ensure that a similar amount of MGA is consumed by 
all ewes in the flock. Rams are introduced to the ewes 
at a ratio of 1 ram per 15 ewes after the last MGA 
feeding. The primary  advantage of MGA is the low 
cost. A twelve day treatment will cost $1.50 per ewe. 
The sheep producer can typically 
expect to achieve a 50 to 75% pregnancy rate when 
using MGA outside the normal breeding season. It is 
anticipated that controlled internaldrug release (CIDR) 
devices containing natural progesterone will soon be 
commercially 
available to sheep producers in the U.S. CIDR devices 
are inserted into the vagina of the ewe and left in place 
for 6 to 12 days. After removing CIDR devices ewes 
will exhibit estrus within 24 to 48 hours. When using 



 

fertile rams the producer can expect pregnancy rates of 
75 to 90% outside 
the normal breeding season. 
 
2) Gonadotropins. A 5 ml dose of commercially 
available PG-600 has commonly been used on the last 
day of progestin treatments. This dose of PG-600 
contains 400 IU 
of pregnant mare serum gonadotropin and 200 IU of 
human chorionic gonadotropin. PG-600 will stimulate 
follicular development and increase the number of 
eggs available 
for fertilization. The current cost of PG-600 is $5.00 per 
ewe and the producer can anticipate an increase in 
pregnancy rates of 5 to 10% and an increase in 
lambing percentage 
of 10 to 25%. 
Conclusions 
The natural techniques described above are very cost 
effective; however successful use of these techniques 
is heavily influenced by breed of the ram and ewes. 
Although 
progestins offer higher pregnancy rates when 
compared to the natural techniques, they are more 
expensive and require strict and precise management. 
It is required for the producer to analyze his or her 
current flock, facilities and financial resources before 
choosing a technique to develop a fall lambing flock. 

 

Unpacking the HSUS Gravy Train  

 

There are only two things certain in life, as the saying 
goes, and a byproduct of one of them requires 
nonprofit organizations to file paperwork with the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS). So now that the 
deceptively named "Humane Society" of the United 
States (HSUS) has submitted its "Form 990" for 2008, 
the Center for Consumer Freedom thought it was time 
to take a close look. 
More detail equals a clearer picture of exactly what 
HSUS is doing -- and what it's not doing -- with all its 
money. HSUS reported spending almost $20 million on 
"campaigns, legislation and litigation" -- enough to 
worry any livestock farmer or hunter looking to keep 
their chosen lifestyle alive.  
The group collected over $86 million in contributions, 
and spent more than $24 million on fundraising, 
including $4 million on professional fundraisers. That is 
to say that 28 cents of every dollar contributed to 
HSUS goes back out the door to raise more money. 
HSUS even paid a single 'lockbox' company more than 
$4.2 million to count and process its cash hauls. The 
bottom line is the same as it ever was: HSUS rakes in 
millions from unsuspecting Americans who may 
confuse the animal rights group with an unaffiliated 
local humane society.   

The real trouble lies in where most HSUS money 
doesn't go: to pet shelters. HSUS's total grant 
allocation was less than $4.7 million. And of that, 
almost half went to a political campaign committee 
called Californians for Humane Farms, the main 
lobbying organization responsible for California's 
Proposition 2 ballot initiative.  
For all the cute pictures of puppies and kitties on HSUS 
paraphernalia, you'd think it would operate a pet 
shelter, or at least give a substantial portion of its 
money to one. But HSUS has lobbying to do, a PETA-
inspired agenda to push, meat eaters to stigmatize and 
livestock farmers to put out to pasture. Lobbying? Oh, 
yes. HSUS takes four full pages to detail its lobbying 
activities on the state and federal levels.  
 
With all the politicking going on, the animals seem to 
get lost in the shuffle. We added up the totals, and 
HSUS gave only a little more than $450,000-that's just 
one half of one percent of its total budget-in grants to 
organizations providing hands-on care to dogs and 
cats. That's less than 11 percent of what it paid just to 
count its money.  
Reprinted in part from The Center for Consumer Freedom 

 
Madeline and Brian Easton, Bismarck, Winner People's 

Choice and 2nd Place Fancy and Fabulous with their 
herb crusted Rack of Lamb 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The North Dakota Sheep Industry 
NDSU Extension Service 
Department of Animal & Range Sciences 
P.O. Box 5437 

Fargo, ND 58105 
(701)-231-7993) 

 
 
ñNDSU is an Equal Opportunity Institutionò 
This publication will be made available in alternative formats upon request.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


